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The Mission of the Alabama State Council on the Arts is to

enhance the quality of life and economic vitality
for all Alabamians by providing SUPPOI'IL
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{Message from the Director}----------

It seems irreconcilable differences and challenges in
state government dominated a lot of the headlines in 2015. The
problems are impacting both public officials who are grappling
with solutions and individuals struggling with hardships related
to budget shortfall issues. Since there is clearly high frustration
among almost all Alabamians regarding these mostly negative
conditions, this year’s report from the State Council on the
Arts, in contrast, will focus on many positives worth noting
and celebrating.

So, with celebrating in mind, 2015 marked
another year for the Council’s “Celebration of the
Arts” biennial awards program. The program was
again held at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival
which has proven to be the ideal setting for the
black tie event honoring Alabamians who have
contributed significantly to the arts in the state.
The line-up of recipients included a legend in the
music recording industry, a world famous and
award-winning author, two major patrons and
community leaders in the arts, a much beloved

Distinguished Artist Award
Dr. Everett McCorvey — Montgomery/Lexington KY

Lifetime Achievement Award
Theresa Harper Bruno — Birmingham

An outstanding group of Alabama artists provided per-
formance tributes to each of the recipients during an evening
that was truly a celebration of the arts.

Other stars shining on Alabama in the arena
of recognition for artistic achievement included
three Gees Bend quilters who received the National
Heritage Award given by the National Endowment
for the Arts in Washington, DC. The three ladies
singled out among a group of outstanding quilters
from Boykin, Alabama were; Mary Lee Bendolph,
Lucy Mingo and Loretta Pettway. The award cer-
emony took place at the Library of Congress on
October 1st, with both Senator Jeff Sessions and
Congresswoman Terri Sewell present to congratu-

Albert B. Head
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

traditional musician and teacher, and a nationally
respected choral director, instructor and critically
acclaimed vocalist. These recipients represent the scope and
breadth of artistic diversity, talent, leadership and generosity
that has enhanced the cultural landscape of Alabama for de-
cades. They give us reason to be proud and grateful for their
many accomplishments. The 2015 recipients were:

Governor’s Arts Award
Mack Gibson - Troy
Winston Groom - Fairhope
Rick Hall — Muscle Shoals

Folk Heritage Award
Herb Trotman — Birmingham

late the quilters and emphasize the high honor being
bestowed on them. A program of live interviews
and performances followed the next night featuring all of the
award recipients at Lisner Auditorium on the George Washington
University campus. Alabama and its rich tradition of quilting put
the state in the national spotlight again giving us reason to feel
very proud. The Gees Bend quilters make twelve Alabamians
receiving this prestigious award since its inception in 1982.
Keeping with the theme of celebration, the year 2015
marks the 30th anniversary of my tenure as executive director
of the State Council on the Arts. My wife Judy and | came back
home in 1985 after having spent thirteen years away from the
state in Florida (1972-77) and in Louisiana from 1977-1985,
both in positions with state arts agencies. In March of 2015 the
Alabama Council on the Arts recognized my time as director at
our meeting in Tuscaloosa. | told the Council at that occasion
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that the most significant take-away from the last thirty years
had been the relationships established with countless numbers
of talented, generous, hard-working and supportive individuals.
So many of the relationships | deeply value have been with past
and current council members.

Since my time back in Alabama the agency and the
arts community have benefitted from exceptional Council
leadership. When | came to Montgomery in February of 1985,
Fred Delchamps from Mobile was the chairman. After Fred’'s
death, his wife Ann filled his unexpired term and later became
chairman in the following years. They were both outstanding
individuals and members of the Council. Lyndra Daniel from Bir-
mingham was on the Council when | came in 1985. She served
three terms (18 years) and held every officer position over that
expanse of time including chair. She received the Council’s Life-
time Achievement Award in 2013. Including our current Chair,
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Vaughn Morrissette, the Council has five current members who
have served in the chairman’s position: Ralph Frohsin (Alexan-
der City), Julie Friedman (Fairhope), Becky Quinn (Huntsville)
and Jim Harrison lll (Tuscaloosa). Collectively these dedicated
individuals have served the Council for over seventy-five years
and all have provided outstanding leadership. The honor role of
great members is too long to list here but a few names like Joe
Mclnnes (Montgomery), Roberta Gamble (Greenville), Jim Inscoe
(Montgomery), Allen Bales (Tuscaloosa), Philip Sellers (Mont-
gomery), Frank Morring (Huntsville), Jamie Sledge (Gadsden),
Bernice Price (Montgomery) and Bob Lawrence (Troy) come to
mind as notable individuals who have insured the continuity of
leadership over my thirty years. My thanks and respect runs
deep to past and present council members.

Leadership of the Council for FY-2015 has come under
the able heads and hands of Mrs. Vaughn Morissette, chairman



from Mobile, Mrs. Dora James, vice chairman from Opelika,
Mr. Joel Daves IV, secretary from Mobile, Mrs. Rachel Fowler,
grants review committee chairman from Columbiana, Mr. Doug
Purcell, long range planning committee chairman from Eufaula
and Mr. Jim Harrison Ill, immediate past chair from Tuscaloosa.
These individuals constituted the executive committee and in
that capacity provided great direction for the staff and the fel-
low members of the Council.

At times we beat ourselves up over things in the state
that could and should be better but, | am increasingly convinced
there are a significant number of amazing people doing great
things in Alabama. From my vantage point the arts and the en-
tire cultural landscape in Alabama have improved in important
ways over the last thirty years. Nationally recognized artists,
highly respected museums, outstanding symphony orchestras,
award-winning dance companies, one of the best Shakespeare
theatre companies in the nation, local arts agencies serving
diverse populations and some arts education programs that are
national models contribute to a vibrant quality of life in Alabama.

Alabama’s cultural landscape is one of our greatest
assets that can and should be nurtured. Investing in this asset
can be a public/private partnership that will pay major dividends
in the future. With all the disagreement over priorities for the
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allocation of state resources, the legislature for the last two
years has provided modest increases to the Council and the
arts in communities statewide through our matching grants
program. The programs, artists, schools and communities being
supported will create a win-win effect that can help the water
rise for everyone. And yes, the arts in Alabama are something

to be proud of and celebrate.
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{Message from the Chair}----------

As a native of Mobile and one who knows Alabama
pretty well, | am increasingly reminded of how our state is
blessed with a rich culture and an abundance of creative people.
| have had the privilege and honor to serve on the Council for
twelve years. As current chairman, it has been inspiring to wit-
ness the positive impact of ASCA’s grant support on schools,
students, individual artists, communities and arts organizations
statewide. The innovative ways in which resources are utilized
in making the arts accessible to those that might not otherwise
be exposed is so rewarding to observe first-hand. The arts
also strengthen the economy, drive tourism and
business, and improve academic performance of I’ll
students. If Alabama is to prepare students as
members of the workforce of the future, we must
continue to recognize how the arts promote cre-
ative thinking and problem solving that businesses
require in this ever changing global economy.

The Council’s mission is to enhance the
quality of life and economic vitality for all Alabam-
ians by providing support for the state’s diverse
and rich artistic resources. The arts are such a
valuable part of our lives and it is incumbent upon
all of us: artists, patrons, consumers, promoters
and elected officials to continue to support and expand the
broadest spectrum of the arts. Each council member works
to fulfill this mission during their tenure on the board and they
are a valuable resource to the people in the region in which
they reside. Council members deeply appreciate the work of
Al Head and his staff. Their effort to provide technical assis-
tance and professional guidance which encourages new ideas
and projects is extremely important. This assistance covers
hundreds of communities and organizations programming and
presenting projects in the folk arts, visual arts, arts education,
literature, design and performing arts. A genuine commitment
to quality by the staff and Council helps artists and presenting

Vaughan I. Morrissette
BOARD CHAIR

organizations achieve a high level of professional excellence.
In May of 2015, the Council presented its “Celebration
of the Arts” awards program, held at the Alabama Shakespeare
Festival in Montgomery. Every other year the Council recognizes
outstanding individuals who have made significant contribu-
tions to the arts and our state. During this awards ceremony,
selected honorees are spotlighted for their achievements and
presented with an evening of performances and visual images
that celebrate their body of work and momentous offerings to
the arts. The special evening highlighted the work of a legend
in the music recording industry (Rick Hall of Muscle
Shoals); a world famous and award-winning author
(Winston Groom of Mobile/Point Clear); two major
arts patrons (Jim Hudson of Huntsville and Theresa
Harper Bruno of Birmingham); a community leader
in the arts (Mack Gibson of Troy); a much beloved
traditional musician (Herb Trotman of Birmingham)
and nationally respected choral director, instruc-
tor and critically acclaimed vocalist (Dr. Everett
McCorvey). These special individuals represent
the scope and breadth of artistic diversity, talent,
leadership and generosity that is an integral part
of the cultural landscape of Alabama.
| have served on many boards of directors both in and
outside of Alabama. | have had the opportunity to be part of
many great projects, organizations and important causes worthy
of public and private support and | have visited many different

2,

regions of our country and the world and have known many
outstanding individuals. From my many years of experience | can
honestly say, our state is blessed with wonderful human and
natural resources. Our challenge is to invest in these resources,
preserve our heritage, foster positive growth, and create greater
appreciation for a truly unique culture. Let’s continue the work
to fulfill the mission of the Council on the Arts and broaden the
quality of life through the arts for all Alabamians.
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{Arts In Education}---------------

The Alabama State Council on
the Arts is committed to supporting ef-
forts that provide artistic and creative
The Arts in
Education program seeks to incorpo-
rate the arts as an essential component
of the educational experience for all
Alabama students in preschool through
12th grade. Opportunities are offered
through grants, initiatives, and techni-

literacy for all students.

cal assistance. The program enjoys a
strong partnership with the Alabama
State Department of Education, the Al-
abama Alliance for Arts Education and
the Alabama Institute for Education in
the Arts.

Through the Council’'s com-
petitive grants program, funding is
available for educational projects that
advance the role of the arts as essential
to student learning. Curriculum-Based
Project Grants are awarded for projects
that include a focus on standards-based
curriculum. Funding is used to enhance
the quality of arts curriculum in PreK-12
schools through support for activities
such as arts instruction, performances,
exhibits, professional development, and
artist residencies that promote learn-
ing in and through the arts. Smaller
Enhancement Grants are provided for
schools and organizations engaging in
arts exposure and arts enrichment ac-
tivities, such as performances, field
trips, or professional development

workshops. Funds may be used for
transportation, tickets, presenter fees,
workshop fees, and other direct costs
related to the enhancement activities.

Special Programs and Initiatives

The Alabama Touring Artist
Program provides opportunities for a
limited number of underserved schools
to book a performance by an Alabama
performing artist or group. These per-
formances include study guides that
help teachers connect the performance
to on-going curriculum through prepara-
tion and follow-up activities. This pro-
gram is free to schools and does not
require matching funds. In FY-2015,
twenty schools from nine rural coun-
ties booked performances by Children’s
Dance Foundation, Nathifa Dance Com-
pany, Eric Essix, Russell Gulley, Ron
McCall and Christy Strickland Toyer.

We are committed
to artistic and
creative literacy
for our students
to provide for
better schools and a
better Alabama.

The Arts in Schools Program
is available by application to the fif-
teen Black Belt school systems includ-
ing Bullock, Choctaw, Dallas, Greene,
Hale, Lowndes, Macon, Marengo, Per-
ry, Pickens, Sumter, and Wilcox Coun-
ties as well as Demopolis City, Linden
City, and Selma City. Priority is given
to proposals that communicate activi-
ties of artistic excellence and address
a specific need. Grantees in FY-2015
focused funding on professional devel-
opment for teachers, and artist residen-
cies.

The Collaborating Artist Pro-
gram is an initiative for schools that
would like to explore the process of
working through the arts to increase
student success. The Program is de-
signed to support schools by offering
an innovative way to address a unique
learning challenge identified by each
school. The program provides intensive
arts integration for a target group of
students. The Council provides train-
ing for teaching artists and classroom
teachers, on-going support in arts cur-
riculum design, a program handbook,
and fully paid artist fees. In FY-2015
eight schools participated in this pilot
program.

The Visual Arts Achievement
Program provides local and state rec-
ognition for student achievement in the
visual arts. The program is designed to

ALABAMA STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS 9
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{Arts In EdUCathn (Continued)}'--——————————

offer encouragement to young artists
by showcasing their work and offering
opportunities for advanced training be-
yond high school. It awards exception-
al students in grades 6 through 12 that
are participating in arts programs within
their academic institutions. In FY-2015
over 1500 students participated within
six districts statewide, with over 90
works being exhibited in the Georgine
Clarke Alabama Artists Gallery in Mont-
gomery. Five high school seniors were
awarded scholarships to higher educa-
tion institutions.

Poetry Out Loud, a national ini-
tiative founded by the National Endow-
ment for the Arts and the Poetry Foun-
dation, celebrated its 10th anniversary
in 2015. Alabama honored this momen-
tous occasion by inviting Youssef Biaz,
our 2011 National Champion, to speak
to new participants at the state finals
at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival.
To prepare for the state finals, regional
partners in Mobile, Auburn, Tuscaloosa
and Huntsville provided workshops for
teachers and students in the interpre-
tation, recitation and writing of poetry.
Alabama holds a State Original Poetry
Recitation Competition alongside the
National program. In FY-2015, the win-
ner of the State Original Poetry compe-
tition was Elizabeth Balch-Crystal from
Auburn High School. Her teacher was
Davis Thompson. Alabama State Cham-
pion was Nicole Louw from Holy Spirit

High School in Tuscaloosa. Her teacher
was Jonathan Loper. We were proud
to have Nicole representing Alabama in
Washington DC, where she competed
with 52 other champions representing
each state, the District of Columbia,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. She
placed in the final round of the regional
semi-finals, of which there were only
three. The National Endowment for the
Arts and the Poetry Foundation provide
travel to the nation’s Capitol for each
state champion and chaperone.

The Council provides profes-
sional development opportunities for
Alabama teachers, artists and arts or-
ganizations through the efforts of its
partners, the Alabama Alliance for Arts
Education and the Alabama Institute for
Education in the Arts. These organiza-
tions do summer workshops and pro-
vide ongoing embedded professional
development in the schools throughout
the year. Their work provides substan-
tial support to schools, artists and or-
ganizations that wish to collaborate to
increase opportunities for students to
engage in meaningful arts learning ex-
periences.

The Arts Education Leadership
Team, a task force, established by Al
Head, executive director of the Ala-
bama State Council on the Arts and Dr.
Tommy Bice, state superintendent of
Alabama schools, recently created the
Artistic Literacy Consortium, a group

Creotraly Innoeoiing Algboma's Fufum

[

it

of Alabama organizations and citizens
with a mission to provide fully funded
high-quality arts education that enlight-
ens, inspires, and develops in every
Alabama student the creative and inno-
vative thinking necessary to ensure col-
lege and career readiness. Its purpose
is to make a collective impact for arts
education in Alabama. Members join
to combine resources to accomplish a
shared mission with the desired out-
come of providing artistic literacy for
every Alabama student.

The task force also created a
statewide plan to advance this mission.
The plan is not limited to the Council
or the State Department of Educa-
tion, but calls upon all stakeholders,
whether working locally or statewide,
to make measureable progress toward
the mission and goals of the Artistic
Literacy Consortium. To do so, Consor-
tium members are asked to align their
efforts, and agree to track progress
through a shared evaluation system.

ALABAMA STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS 1 1
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{Community Arts}---------------

The community is where people
and the arts intersect. Early encounters
with children’s theater or hearing mu-
sic at a downtown festival may spark
a child’s interest in the arts. Hands-on
experience in classes and workshops
sparks creativity in both children and
adults. Well-designed public spaces fos-
ter a sense of community by providing
places where the arts may be created or
viewed. Public planning for good design
results in communities with well-used,
aesthetically pleasing public spaces.
The grants offered through the Com-
munity Arts Program facilitate these and
many other kinds of artistic intersections
through various categories of support.

General  Operating  Support
grants enable eligible organizations to
provide programming, planning, and
support for the arts and artists in their
communities. The Arts and Humanities
Council of Tuscaloosa County, which
operates the Dinah Washington Cultural
Arts Center and the Bama Theater exem-
plifies an organization which combines
artistic disciplines in a dynamic way to
provide diverse programs for the commu-
nity. Another Operating Support grantee,
The Children’s Dance Foundation, offers
a range of core programs based on the
belief that dance is a foundation for life
and learning. These include the Com-
munity Partnership Program, Studio Pro-
gram, School Touring Program, and Stu-

dio Space Use Program for local artists.

Project grants once again sup-
ported a varied range of events and ac-
tivities around Alabama. In Stockton,
the Stockton Heritage Association ex-
panded their Sawmill Days Festival to
include the work of self-taught artists
including Charlie Lucas and Mary Proc-
tor. Tuscumbia’s Oka Kapassa Festival
provided programs at the Florence and
Killen public libraries before the festival,
drawing additional visitors to the week-
end event. The Alabama Prison Arts +
Education Project offered classes in visu-
al arts, creative writing and performance
in several prisons around the state. Ad-
ministrative project grants provided staff
assistance for the Alabama Blues Project
in Tuscaloosa and the Pastime Theater
in Winfield. Arts Councils in Tallassee,
Troy, and Enterprise brought musicians
and performers to their towns through
presenting grants.

Arts and Cultural Facilities
grants enable organizations to plan, de-
sign, and construct new spaces for the
arts or the adaptive reuse of an existing

Community planning
and the design arts
impact the quality of life
in Alabama Communities

space. Arts-Revive in Selma continued
their work on the Carneal Building, stabi-
lizing their riverfront courtyard and build-
ing ADA compliant restrooms and a con-
ference room. In Roanoke, the Roanoke
Rotary Charities organization was the
catalyst for the conversion of a burned-
out movie theater into an open air am-
phitheater and public gathering space.
Masonry walls of Birmingham’s historic
Lyric Theatre were restored through a
Cultural Facilities grant to Birmingham
Landmarks, Inc.

The 2015 Arts Administration
Fellowship recipient was Toney Russell
Gulley, executive director of the Big Wills
Arts Council in Fort Payne. Mr. Gulley’s
fellowship project was to study and initi-
ate the development of a cultural center
at the Fort Payne Coal and Iron Building.
He consulted with administrators, art-
ists, and curators around the state who
offered insights from their experiences in
managing and curating spaces. Attend-
ing the Backstage Conference in Hatties-
burg, MS and the Bill Bates Leadership
Conference afforded Mr. Gully opportu-
nities to meet and network with experi-
enced arts administrators.

ASCA expands its reach
through its partnerships with statewide
organizations. DesignAlabama is a part-
ner in promoting the benefits of excel-
lence in design to communities through-
out the state. DesignAlabama continued

ALABAMA STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS 1 3
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{Community ArtS} (continued) g==========-

to push forward in 2015 with their mis-
sion of advocating for the design arts
and their importance in building places
and communities. They began 2015 by
enacting a new strategic plan. Among
its features are a change in their com-
munication and publication efforts and
an initiative to get back into Alabama’s
communities more frequently through
their programming.

Since the first issue was printed
nearly 25 years ago, the Journal has be-
come the premier program of the organi-
zation and how most people know Des-
ignAlabama. It has had a larger impact
than Philip Morris or Nancy Hartsfield,
founding board members of DA and the
vision behind the journal, could have
ever imagined. It not only changed the
way people in Alabama think about de-
sign, but it began to change how others
thought about Alabama design. Starting
in January 2016, DA will come to ev-
eryone more frequently with a monthly
newsletter.

The 10th annual DesignAla-
bama Mayors Design Summit, was held
February 11th-12th in Opelika, hosting
the mayors of Opelika, Ashford, Eufaula
and Heflin for an event that examined
real design and planning issues in their
communities. DesignAlabama also began
the planning for a project to take place in
2016, titled Connectlivity. Connectlivity
will be a series of regional design char-
rettes throughout Alabama to be held in

conjunction with the Year of Made-in-
Alabama planned by the Department of
Tourism. Funded in part by a $50,000
grant from the National Endowment of
the Arts, the charrettes will examine lo-
cal/regional assets for collective reasons
to visit Alabama’s great small towns.
The goal of this project is to create itin-
eraries and long-range plans to help re-
gions develop their assets/attractions;
identify tools for recruiting the amenities
necessary for tourism; and create livable
places. DesignAlabama also participated
in several other events throughout the
year including the Annual League of Mu-
nicipalities Conference, Southern Mak-
ers, and Design Week Birmingham.

The Black Belt Community
Foundation is another important partner.
The Black Belt Arts Initiative is the artis-
tic division of the Foundation. Black Belt
Arts Alive!, the arts and culture commit-
tee for the BBCF, has established four
goals to further the arts in the twelve
Black Belt counties that the BBCF serves.

1. Work in partnership with local
community based organizations to forge
collaborations with local schools to ad-
vance arts education,

2. Document and promote the re-
gion’s artistic assets.

3. Assist arts organizations in be-
coming more efficient and effective.

4. Provide opportunities for citizens
of the Black Belt region to be exposed to
and participate in the arts.

Through their partnership with
ASCA, BBCF awarded $60,000 to 23
organizations at a ceremony held on the
campus of Selma High School with more
than 100 Black Belt residents in atten-
dance.

Grant funding in 2015 went to
in-school, after school, and summer arts
education programs, professional devel-
opment, and arts exposure. For example,
Read, Think, Create!, a summer arts pro-
gram which combined visual arts and lit-
erature, was supported at the Demopolis
Public Library. Tale Tellin” in the Schools,
which partners the Alabama Tale Tellin’
Festival with the Selma City Schools and
Selma Public Library to expose Dallas
County students to the art of storytell-
ing, was funded. The Tuskegee Reper-
tory Theatre received funding to support
the production and presentation of the
play, The Wives of Booker T.

Staff attends many of the
events that are made possible through
Black Belt Arts Initiative grants, such as
the Okra Festival (Lowndes County), the
Black Belt Folk Roots Festival (Greene
County) and the Spider Martin Exhibi-
tion and Lecture Series (Dallas County).
Program manager for the arts, Jo Tay-
lor, routinely stays in touch with the
art grantees either through site visits
or emails. As part of many site visits
to community-based organizations, Jo
teaches and models visual arts lessons
to students and instructors.

ALABAMA STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS 1 5
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The Alabama Center for Traditional
Culture and Folklife Grants Program

The Alabama Center for Tra-
ditional Culture (ACTC) is the folklife
division of ASCA and is staffed by
Joey Brackner, Jackie Ely, Steve Grau-
berger and Anne Kimzey. The Center
is both a grants-making office and re-
search group working to identify, pre-
serve, and present Alabama folk arts
and traditions. We work closely with
the Alabama Folklife Association, our
statewide non-profit partner in achiev-
ing our goals. Alabama folklife consists
of those aspects of our state’s culture
that are traditional and are learned
within communities from generation to
generation. As a result, these cultural
traditions reflect community values and
aesthetics. Folklife includes folk arts
such as traditional crafts, music and
dance, as well as regional foodways,
folk architecture, beliefs, storytelling,
myths, and medicinal practices. Folklife
is regional, reflecting the process of
adaptation by various ethnic groups
to a geographical area. Because it is a
product of a historical and geographical
process, Alabama folklife, in its many
facets, uniquely reflects the personal-
ity of our state and its communities.
Through the staff of the Alabama Cen-
ter for Traditional Culture, ASCA works
to identify folk traditions and present

them through educational products
such as television and radio programs,
documentary CDs, traveling exhib-
its, lectures, and publications. Folklife
represents a large part of the content
of the Alabama Arts Radio Series pro-
duced with WTSU Public Radio and
Journey Proud produced with Alabama
Public Television. The Center’s Folklife
Project Grants Program supports non-
profit organizations in projects seeking
to present and preserve the state’s folk
culture.

During Fiscal Year 2015, the
Folklife Project Grants Program sup-
ported the after school and summer
camps of the Alabama Blues Project,
a nationally award-winning program in

Alabama
Folklife,

In its
many facets,
uniquely reflects
the personality
of our state
and its
communities

ANNUAL REPORT 2015

Tuscaloosa. The Sucarnochee Folklife
Festival produced by the University of
West Alabama in Livingston, the fourth
annual Wiregrass Blues Festival in Do-
than sponsored by Troy University and
the well-established Freedom Creek
Blues Festival in Aliceville were aided
by ASCA. Project grants were also
made for the Jake Landers Bluegrass
Festival at the Ritz Theater in Sheffield,
the Warrior River Fiddler Fest in North-
port and for the live radio/television per-
formances of the Sucarnochee Revue
in Livingston. In the Wiregrass, grants
were made in support of the Pike Pid-
dler's Storytelling Festival sponsored
by the Brundidge Historical Society.
Teaching workshops made possible by
Folklife Projects Grants included the
Lee County Gathering in Loachapoka
and two sessions of Camp Fasola held
in Anniston and Nauvoo.
Folk Arts
Grants are given to master folk artists
for teaching their art forms. Prospec-
tive students who have entered into an
agreement with a master folk artist may
also apply for an Apprenticeship grant.

Apprenticeship

Apprenticeships are one of the prima-
ry preservation tools of the Alabama
Folklife Program. They are designed to
ensure the transmission of a diversity
of folk skills using the traditional mas-
ter apprenticeship system. This year’s
teaching grants were awarded to sev-
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eral quilt makers including a number of
the celebrated quilters of Gee’s Bend as
well as two traditional potters, a hunt-
ing decoy carver, a Mobile brass band
instructor, a banjo instructor and a
Bharatanatyam (classical Indian) dance
master.

The Alabama Folk Heritage
Award recognizes an outstanding tradi-
tional artist every other year as part of
ASCA'’s Celebration of the Arts Awards
program. This year, musician Herb Trot-
man was honored at the May 2015
Celebration of the Arts for his lifelong
career as a bluegrass and old-time mu-
sician and his role in encouraging this
music in the Birmingham area.

Accomplishments during FY-
2015 include:

The Alabama Center for Tra-
ditional Culture staff worked closely
with Alabama Public Television in de-
veloping, writing, shooting and editing
the second season of a television se-
ries profiling a wide variety of Alabama
community traditions. Called Journey
Proud, the series premiered on October
20, 2013. The series will be produced
for at least five seasons. You can view
programs at:
com.

journeyproudalabama.

The Center staff worked close-

ly with the Alabama Folklife Associa-
tion (AFA) in hosting two statewide Sa-
cred Harp singings in Montgomery. The
Rotunda Singing, held at the Alabama
Department of Archives and History is
held each winter and the Capitol City
Shape Note Singing is held each July.

The Alabama Arts Radio Series
which Steve Grauberger, folklorist for
the Council, continues to produce for
its weekly airing on the Southeastern
Public Radio Network. Other public ra-
dio stations are also airing the series
across the state. You can listen to past
programs at: www.alabamaartsradio.
com.

The staff made nominations
of Alabamians for the National Heri-
tage Fellowship awarded annually by
the National Endowment for the Arts.
As a consequence, Gee's Bend Quilters
Mary Lee Bendolph, Lucy Mingo and
Loretta Pettway won a 2015 National
Heritage Fellowship from the NEA. The
award honors those who have made
significant contribution to the preserva-
tion and awareness of cultural heritage.

The Archive of Alabama Folk
Culture (AAFC) was founded in 2006
at the Alabama Department of Archives
and History with the cooperation of the
Center and the AFA. The Archive hous-
es field documentation generated by
the AFA, ACTC, and others. In 2011,
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Kevin Nutt was named folklife archi-
vist at the AAFC. In fiscal year 2013,
AFA was awarded $165,900.00 in
grant funds from the Andrew W. Mel-
lon Foundation, as recommended by
the Center for Library and Information
Resources. This enabled the AAFC to
hire Weston Flippo who started work
in January of 2013 and will continue
working until 2015 transferring collec-
tions from ACTC to the AAFC.

The economic downturn of
late 2008-2009 forced the Center staff
to abandon plans to present Alabama
as a featured state at the 2010 Smith-
sonian Folklife Festival. However, the
staff, along with AFA, used fieldwork
from this effort in the now-dormant
journal Tributaries, as well as various
public presentations such as the inter-
active exhibit “Alabama in the Making:
Traditional Arts of People and Place”
currently touring the state. The exhibit
produced by the AFA with input from
ACTC staff features imbedded IPads
where visitors can explore audio and
video fieldwork from different regions
of Alabama. The AFA continued this
format with their most recent exhibit
entitled “"We'll All Sing Hallelujah,” Sa-
cred Sounds of Alabama” which has
been touring ever since its opening in
Columbiana on March 15, 2014.

ALABAMA STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS



3 ":* :—Ah i~

2 O ALABAMA STATE COUNCIL ON THE ARTS



The Alabama State Council on
the Arts increases awareness of the
state’s literary heritage through its sup-
port of contemporary Alabama writers,
including creative nonfiction writers,
novelists, poets, and writers for chil-
dren. Many literature programs for the
general public featured diverse arts edu-
cation components within schools and
workshop settings. In FY-2015, ASCA
funded literary project grants and indi-
vidual artist fellowship awards. It sup-
ported a statewide partner organization,
the Alabama Writers’ Forum. ASCA also
provided information and technical as-
sistance to writers and organizations
promoting the literary arts.

To support ASCA’s mission for
literary arts, the Alabama Writers’ Fo-
rum served constituents statewide and
partnered with nonprofit, educational
and state government entities to provide
programs such as the Alabama Writ-
ers Hall of Fame, the annual Alabama
Book Festival, the Harper Lee Award
for Alabama’s Distinguished Writer of
the Year, the High School Literary Arts
Awards and extensive networking of
writers and literary arts venues through
its digital communications. The Forum
completed its eighteenth year of Writing
Our Stories, an award-winning creative
writing program for adjudicated youth
in partnership with the Alabama Depart-
ment of Youth Services. Conducted on

two Youth Services campuses and em-
ploying professional creative writers in
classrooms, Writing Our Stories reached
more than 150 youth and resulted in
three publications of student work.
Writing Our Stories was also conducted
for a full semester in the Shelby County
School System with students at Colum-
biana Middle School and Montevallo
Middle School.

On June 8, 2015 the Ala-
bama Writers Hall of Fame inducted an
inaugural class of twelve internation-
ally celebrated Alabama authors whose
work spans three centuries. These ini-
tial inductees include Johnson Jones
Hooper, Augusta Jane Evans Wilson,
Helen Keller, Zora Neale Hurston, Wil-
liam March, Albert Murray, Helen Norris
Bell, Andrew Glaze, Harper Lee, Sonia
Sanchez, Sena Jeter Naslund and Rick
Bragg. The Alabama Writers” Forum,
The Alabama Center for the Book and
The University of Alabama Library Lead-
ership Board partnered to produce a gala
induction ceremony at the Bryant Con-
ference Center in Tuscaloosa. For more
information on the Alabama Writers Hall
of Fame see: www.writersforum.org/
hall-of-fame.

In FY-2015, ASCA funded a
number of programs to promote an ap-
preciation of the literary arts among the
general reading public and to benefit
emerging writers. The Birmingham Pub-
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lic Library was particularly innovative
in encouraging the writing and perfor-
mance of poetry by youth and adults.
The Teen Poetry Initiative expanded
the library’s effort to develop teen po-
ets. It included the annual Word Up!
poetry slam, which had more than 150
students from 12 high schools partici-
pating in the project. The library also
partnered with Real Life Poets, a non-
profit creative writing group, to provide
weekly poetry workshops to more than
50 teens. The Birmingham Public Li-
brary also engaged adults in a series of
monthly poetry slams and open mic per-
formances throughout the year. Bards
& Brews offered light refreshments and
a public setting for community poets to
share their original work. Poets ranging
in ages from 18 to 70 performed in the
series and the events attracted diverse
audiences, averaging 122 attendees per
event.

Auburn University hosted the
Auburn Writers Conference October 18-
19, 2014, an event that brought togeth-
er 24 writers such as Michael Knight,
Beth Ann Fennelly and Tom Franklin, to
teach writing classes and read from their
work. The conference was a big suc-
cess, reaching an audience of 550 dur-
ing the two-day event. Writers Elizabeth
0. Dulemba and Vicky Alvear Shecter,
shared their work with students in three
Lee County Schools.
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The Jule Collins Smith Museum
brought poets together in the Auburn
community once a month for a Third
Thursday Poetry Series. Featured poets
included Kendra Decolo, Kyes Stevens,
Nick Norwood, Joanie Mackowski,
Christina Stoddard and Jericho Brown.
Attendees heard the work of visiting art-
ists and participated in open-mic read-
ings. The program included a workshop
for creative writing students and mem-
bers of the Osher Lifelong Learning In-
stitute. In addition, the series partnered
with the AU graphic design department
to produce a beautiful broadside of a
poem from each featured poet.

Auburn University at Mont-
gomery (AUM) engaged students from
Booker T. Washington Magnet High
School (BTW) and the greater Montgom-
ery community with their Four Mondays
of Poetry series. Held during National
Poetry Month in April, the four poetry
events featured readings by local po-
ets Jacqueline Trimble, Susie Paul and
Robert Cole at the Jubilee Community
Center, an open mic event led by Foster
Dickson at BTW a reading by nationally
known poet Maurice Manning at AUM
and a workshop by Alabama poet Tony
Crunk.

A number of literary festivals
received support from the Alabama
State Council on the Arts in FY-2015.
The Slash Pine Press held its sixth an-

nual Writers Festival April 24th-25th,
a free event featuring public readings
in venues at the University of Alabama
and downtown Tuscaloosa. This year
the festival included a poetry hike in the
UA Arboretum and a slashPOP variety
show. Among the 50 poets who read
at the festival were Jordan Sanderson,
Jeff Whitney, Luke Johnson, Sabrina
Orah Mark, Ira Sukrungruang and Adam
Vines.

The 10th annual Alabama Book
Festival took place April 11th in Mont-
gomery’s downtown historic district at
Old Alabama Town. The festival show-
cased Pat Conroy, Rick Bragg, Patti Cal-
lahan Henry, Daniel Wallace, Kim Cross
and more than 50 writers from a wide
range of literary genres including fiction,
history, religion, poetry and children’s
literature. The main event drew record
crowds this year and associated work-
shops on fiction writing, publishing and
comic book creation also proved to be
highly popular.

Alabama Southern Community
College was the site of the 18th annual
Alabama Writers Symposium in Monro-
eville, April 23rd-25th. Drawing audi-
ences from across the state, the sym-
posium featured author readings and
panel discussions facilitated by Alabama
literary scholars. At the annual awards
luncheon during the symposium, the
2015 Harper Lee Award for Alabama’s
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Distinguished Writer was presented to
Hank Lazar and the Eugene Current-Gar-
cia Award for Alabama’s Distinguished
Literary Scholar was awarded to Dr. Eric
Sterling.

Based at the University of Ala-
bama, the public radio program Alabama
Bound featured 50 weekly book reviews
that reached a large audience of listen-
ers, maximizing exposure for Alabama
authors and Alabama-related books. Dr.
Don Noble's short reviews were aired
on public radio stations across the state
during National Public Radio’s Morning
Edition and A/l Things Considered. Text
versions of the reviews are posted on
the Alabama Public Radio website at
wWww.apr.org.

The Alabama State Council on
the Arts granted two Literary Arts Fel-
lowships this year, recognizing individu-
al writers who have demonstrated artis-
tic excellence and career achievement.
Fellowship recipients for 2015 were
poet Jason McCall of Tuscaloosa, an
instructor at the University of Alabama
who has published two poetry collec-
tions: Dear Hero and Silver, and Eng-
lish professor and writer Bryn Chancel-
lor of Montevallo. In 2015, Chancellor
also won the national Prairie Schooner
Book Prize for her short-fiction collection
When Are You Coming Home?
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{Performing Arts}---------------

The Alabama State Council on
the Arts (ASCA) is a government agency
that relies on continued support from
community members statewide. As such,
we have a responsibility to share as much
information as we can with those who
sustain our activities. As Performing Arts
Program Manager | am pleased to provide
the community with a review recapping
our 49th year of success in providing
support to world-class performing artists,
artisans and administrators. The Council’s
commitment is to provide Alabama audi-
ences with unforgettable performances by
Alabama’s producing/presenting perform-
ing arts organizations and has assured our
continued success in this endeavor.

Assessing the requirements of
the performing arts industry and deter-
mining how to best allocate resources to
serve both the individual and organization
is a Performing Arts Program priority.
Therefore, as part of the grant review
process, the Council allots time to en-
gage in active dialogue with producing/
presenting performing arts organizations
across the state. These exchanges allow
the agency to maintain a tactical position
to assist arts administrators as they adapt
to personnel and financial challenges
within their respective organizations. The
Council’s intentional emphasis on these
concerns has empowered the Performing
Arts Program to provide grant support
that will promote innovation and foster
entrepreneurial activity within Alabama’s

performing arts industry.

The Council’s approach to fund-
ing quality arts endeavors is also informed
by the nine core funding Categories of
Support. They are as follows: (1) Ad-
ministrative Projects (2) Collaborative
Ventures (3) Fellowships for Individual
Artists (4) Internships (Novice/Journey-
man), (5) Operating Support, (6) Present-

Presenting grants allow
organizations to engage
artists/companies from
other parts of the state,
country, and world, thus
bringing the best of per-
forming arts to Alabama

ing Projects (7) Producing Projects, (8)
Program Development and (9) Technical
Assistance. Technical Assistance may
include non-grant advisory sessions pro-
vided upon request, as well as a financial
award made on the recommendation of
staff, or Council.

Performing Arts Organizations,
which service the citizens of Alabama,
are businesses that plan, organize, staff,
supervise and control individuals and ac-
tivities which produce arts for consumers
of the arts. Administrative Projects for
such organizations are geared towards in-

creasing both program and organizational
capacity that directly relate to enhancing
the quality of the artistic experience for
patrons by making provisions for manage-
rial expenses as part of a project. Mobile
Opera (Mobile County) and the Princess
Theatre Center for the Performing Arts
(Morgan County) are two prime examples
of our investment in the arts to support
jobs, generate tax revenues and advance
our creative-based economy as part of a
strategic plan for organizational strength-
ening.

An interactive, interdependent
Performing Arts community promotes
purposeful engagement through targeted
outreach. The Collaborative Ventures
grant category is designed to help extend
the reach of high impact organizations
offering broad statewide services for the
advancement of Alabama’s performing
arts industry in all areas of artistry, man-
agement and production. This support is
administered as a partnership agreement.
The Alabama Dance Council (ADC) has
distinguished itself in this category for the
dance community, which is now celebrat-
ing 19 extraordinary years as an industry
facilitator and supporter of dance organi-
zations statewide. By producing its an-
nual signature event, the Alabama Dance
Festival, ADC brings dancers, companies
and industry professionals together for a
unique training and performance experi-
ence. Tens of thousands from across the
region have benefited from participation
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{Performing Arts continued) }-------------

in the annual dance festival activities.
The featured artist in 2015 was Kyle
Abraham/Abraham.In.Motion, who in ad-
dition to public performances, presented
free school matinees for middle and high
school students as a means to engage
new and underserved audiences.

The arts are a significant part
of our humanity and the individual artist
is in essence fundamental to all artistry.
Fellowship grants are designed to recog-
nize excellence in artistic achievement by
Alabama artists. These cash grants are
awarded based on merit of work, career
achievement, career potential and service
to the state. The Fellowship roster for
FY-2015 includes: Musician Jasper Lee
(Jefferson County), Playwright David
Roby (Jefferson County), Actor, Director
Jonathan Fuller (Jefferson County) and
Choreographer Sarah M. Barry (Tusca-
loosa County). The noteworthy achieve-
ments of these exceptional Alabama art-
ists bolster the integrity of their respective
disciplines.

Presenting grants allow organi-
zations to engage artists and companies
from other counties, states or nations to
promote the growth of the professional
performing arts industry across Alabama.
Presenters recognized in this category
have a strong educational component
built into the residency wherein the art-
ists may perform for school audiences,
or offer master classes for aspiring musi-

cians, dancers or actors. Grantees in this
category include the Knox Concert Series
(Calhoun County) presenting the National
Symphony Orchestra of Mexico and the
Russian National Ballet Theatre; UAB's
Alys Stephens Center (Jefferson County)
presenting Branford Marsalis in concert;
and the Northeast Alabama Community
College (Jackson County) presenting the
Alabama Ballet of Birmingham.

Alabama based Theatre, Music
and Dance production companies perform
in a global arena where excellence is
determined by the unique artistic quality
of their product. One major category of
support aids Alabama’s companies to
realize a competitive edge is Operat-
ing Support. Operating Support grants
provide funds for discretionary use in the
day-to-day institutional activities in order
to maintain a high level of artistic excel-
lence in production. Operating Support
is awarded to organizations that have a
consistent track record of high artistic
achievement, public service, and manage-
rial competency. Eligible organizations are
expected to also have a well-maintained
educational outreach program. Statewide,
there were thirteen performing arts or-
ganizations receiving Operating Support
for FY-2015 totaling $620,300. Grant
recipients include the Mobile Ballet (Mo-
bile County), the Huntsville Symphony
Orchestra (Madison County) and the Red
Mountain Theatre (Jefferson County).

Support to Performing Arts orga-
nizations engaged in specific outreach to
benefit the community is awarded in the
category of Projects Grants. These grants
provide funding for such activities as stra-
tegic planning, producing, commissioning
new works, and touring. The ventures
that include an educational component
and well-planned outreach to the com-
munity are a priority for Council funding.
Grantees in this category include Judson
College (Perry County) mounting the
stage production of Civil Rights activist
Jimmy Lee, Community Ballet Association
(Madison County) in support of seasonal
public relations and program development
activities, and Ballet and Theatre Arts
Performing Company (Choctaw County)
for after-school outreach offering free
lessons in theatre, music and dance.

We celebrate the rich multi-
cultural heritage which is reflected
throughout the performing arts commu-
nity of Alabama. This legacy of diversity
continues to present new and interesting
opportunities for individual artists and
performing arts organizations to provide
unique high-quality programming to
Alabama’s culturally diverse audiences
through dance, music, and theatre. The
Alabama State Council on the Arts’ stead-
fast commitment to endorse high quality
performing arts activities remains ASCA's
benchmark of success.
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{Visual Arts}---------------

The Visual Arts Program of the
Alabama State Council on the Arts en-
sures excellence in visual arts program-
ming for diverse audiences by support-
ing a wide range of programs across the
state. Visual art includes the disciplines
of painting, sculpture, crafts, print-
making, photography, film and design.
Major art museums in Huntsville, Bir-
mingham, Montgomery, and Mobile
hold collections of significant art. They
also maintain facilities and programming
which brings to Alabama temporary
exhibitions ranging from traditional to
contemporary expression and showcas-
ing the cultural legacy of cultures from
across Alabama and around the globe.
These museums provide the highest
level of artistic excellence for the peo-
ple of Alabama, and ASCA supported
their activities with Operating Support
grants totaling $425,100 in 2015. Dur-
ing the year, these institutions were
visited by 492,953 individuals and
provided art programming for 102,695
students from over 900 schools. They
provided teachers’ resources and edu-
cational experiences for children as
well as a range of classes for adults.
Community art centers and exhibition
spaces receive funding to bring art pro-
gramming to all regions of Alabama.
ASCA project funding assisted Arts Re-
vive in Selma, Gadsden Museum of Art,
Mobile Arts Council, Troy-Pike Cultural

Arts Center, and the Wiregrass Museum
of Art. Other community arts organiza-
tions like Coleman Center for the Arts,
Mobile ARC, Montgomery Arts Coun-
cil, Space One Eleven, Selma Art Guild
and Sarah Towery Carlisle Art Colony
received Council support to provide a
range of art workshops and classes
to youth and adults around Alabama.
Art festivals bring visual arts experienc-
es into community celebrations. Coun-
cil funds assisted with events such
as the Kentuck Festival of the Arts.
Festivals like Kentuck offer
unique educational experiences for
children and adults, as well as oppor-

The Visual Arts
Program refers
artists to juried
exhibitions,
festivals,
and teaching
opportunities
and responds to
public requests
for artists with
particular skills

tunities to meet artists and to purchase
original art. They are also a significant
community resource for tourism, draw-
ing visitors from throughout the United
States. A different type of festival, the
Magic of Marble Festival in Sylacauga,
promotes the Marble quarries in the
area and the use of marble as a ma-
terial for sculpture. Continuing the lItal-
ian Culture Exchange program, which
began in 2008, Sylacauga offered a
symposium in marble-carving with Ital-
ian sculptors teaching regional artists.

Public art is becoming increas-
ingly popular in Alabama and the Coun-
cil has been able to support a number
of projects this year that bring large
sculptures into public spaces. With the
assistance of ASCA funding, the Hunts-
ville SPACES Sculpture Trail, Huntsville
Botanical Gardens, and the Jule Collins
Smith Museum of Art at Auburn Univer-
sity were all able to bring sculptures into
public spaces for Alabamians to enjoy.
The Council annually offers Individual
Artist Fellowships in the amount of
$5,000 that recognize merit of work,
career achievement, career potential,
and service to the state. These fel-
lowships allow artists to expand their
professional careers. Seven artists
chosen in 2015 were Curtis Benzle
and Guadalupe Robinson in Craft; Ted
Metz and Michael Vaughn Sims in Vi-

sual Arts, Dusty Bias and Gideon
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{Vlsual Arts (Continued)}----------_____

Kennedy in Media/Photography, and
Samantha Lawrie in Design. These in-
dividuals have attended workshops,
taught, and created new artwork dur-
ing the period of their fellowships.

The Georgine Clarke Alabama
Artists Gallery is located at the Council
offices in the RSA Tower in downtown
Montgomery. The gallery provides a
showcase for artists from throughout
the state and presents changing ex-
hibitions throughout the year, includ-
ing award-winning student work from

the Visual Arts Achievement Program
each April. In the last months of 2014,
we collaborated with Black Belt Trea-
sures in Camden to mount an exhibi-
tion featuring art and craft from over
twenty different Black Belt artisans, as
well as portraits of a dozen of the art-
ists taken by Robin MacDonald. From
January-March, to mark the occasion
of the 50th anniversary of the Selma
to Montgomery Voting Rights marches,
we hosted a group exhibition featuring
the work of a dozen African-American

Alabama artists. In May, we mounted
an exhibition showcasing the work of
16 Alabama “Southern Makers” that
was a collaborative venture with the
Southern Makers event held each May
in Montgomery. From July through Au-
gust, we showcased artwork that was
created by participants in Alabama Pris-
on Arts + Education Program classes.
Our final exhibition of the fiscal year is
a group exhibition featuring the work of
all of the 2015 ASCA Fellowship recipi-
ents in the visual arts.
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G ra. n tS for fiscal year 2015 (by county)

AUTAUGA

Prattville Creative/Performing Arts Council.Prattville............ Community Arts ...... Celebration of the Arts ........cocvviiieieienenene. $....2,200

Prattville Creative/Performing Arts Council . Prattville ... .. Community Arts .. ..Fountain City Arts Festival Coordinator-...... $....2,200

SUBTOTAL AUTAUGA COUN T Y ittt ettt ettt ettt e ettt et e ettt et e et ettt e e et et e e e e et e e e ea e e et et e et e e e s eeeneeeaeenenaens $....4,400
BALDWIN

Baldwin Pops, INC..coviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiens Fairhope ........... Performing Arts ....... Outreach Concert & Activity Tour............. $....2,000

Bias, DUSTY ..uviiiiiiiiiiiii e Orange Beach.... Visual Arts ..Media Arts Fellowship .........ccoooeviiiiininns $....5,000

John McClure Snook Youth Club of Foley..Foley................ Community Arts ...... Youth Arts EXploSion........cooiviiiiiiiiiiiienns $....8,200

Stockton Heritage Association Inc ............ Stockton........... Community Arts ...... Discovering Our Past Through Folk Art ...... $....1,700

SUBTOTAL BALDWIN COUN T Y ittt ettt et et et e ettt e e et et et e e e et e e e et e e e e e e e e et e et e e et a e e e a e e e e et e et e e enneen e e eaeenenaens $..16,900
BARBOUR

Barbour County High School .................... Rural School Touring....2015 ATAP/ Ron McCall

Barbour County Middle School ................. Rural School Touring....2015 ATAP Eric ESSiX .ccvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienans

Eufaula Heritage Association........ .. Community Arts ...... The 50th Eufaula Pilgrimage

SUBTOTAL BARBOUR COUNTY L oitiitiiiiittie ettt ettt et et ettt et et ettt ettt e e et et et a e et e e et a e e st et e et e e s n e e n e e e n e e ennens
BiBB

West Blocton Elementary School .............. West Blocton .... Rural School Touring....2015 ATAP/Children’s Dance Theatre ....... $....1,200

Woodstock Elementary School Woodstock ....... Rural School Touring....2015 ATAP/Children’s Dance Foundation .. $....1,200

SUBTOTAL BIBB COUNTY L.ttt ettt ettt ettt et e et et e et et et e e et e e et e e e et et et a e et e e et a e et e e e e e e e e nr e e n e e e n e e ennens $....2,400
BULLOCK

Bullock County Tourism-Red Door Theatre . Union Springs.... Community Arts ...... Present 3 Plays at the Red Door Theatre.... $....4,000

SUBTOTAL BULLOCK COUN T Y 1t tttt ittt ettt et et et et et e et et e ettt et e ettt et e e et et ettt et e e e e e e e e e a et et e e e e et e e e s eenen e e aneenenaens $....4,000
BUTLER

Georgiana School ..........cociiiiiiiiiinn, Georgiana.......... Arts in Education..... Presenting Eric Essix at Georgiana School .. $....1,800

SUBTOTAL BUTLER COUNTY Lottt ittt ettt sttt ettt e e et et ettt e ettt ettt e e et et et a e et e e et e et e et e et e e s r e e n e e et e e ennens $....1,800
CALHOUN

Knox Concert SEries .....cocvvvvvvieiiiiniiiinnnns Anniston........... Performing Arts ....... National Symphony Orchestra of Mexico.... $....2,500

Knox Concert Series ..........ccooeviviiiiniinnne. Anniston... .. Performing Arts ... ..Russian National Ballet Theatre ....2,500

SUBTOTAL CALHOUN COUNTY 5,000
CHOCTAW

Ballet & Theatre Arts Performing Company Gilbertown 8,500

SUBTOTAL CHOCTAW COUNTY 8,500
CLARKE

Grove Hill Arts Council, InC........cccevvenne. 1,800

SUBTOTAL CLARKE COUN T Y ittt ettt ettt e ettt ettt ettt ettt e et e et et e et e e et a e e st e et e et e e s r e e n e e e n e e ennens 1,800
CLAY

Central High School of Clay County.......... Lineville............ Arts in Education..... Clay Central Arts Program/ The Beginning.. $....1,800

SUBTOTAL CLAY COUN T Y ottt ettt ettt et ettt ettt e e et e e et e et ettt et e et et e e e ettt e e e et e e e e e et s ea e e e e e e enearenen e e eneenenaens 1,800
COFFEE

Coffee County Arts Alliance..................... Enterprise ......... Community Arts ...... Seven Brides for Seven Brothers............... $....1,000

Coffee County Arts Alliance...............c...... Enterprise ......... Community Arts ...... Back on Broadway ..........covviiiiiiiiiininennen $....1,900

Kinston School.............ccoooviiinin Kinston............. Rural School Touring....2015 ATAP Children’s Dance Foundation .. $....1,200

New Brockton Elementary School New Brockton ... Rural School Touring....2015 Children’s Dance Foundation............ $....1,200

SUBTOTAL COFFEE COUNTY Leiiiitiitii ittt ettt ettt e et e ettt et et e et ettt a et e e e e et et et et e e e a2 e e e e a et e ea e e e e e e enenneaen e e aneenenanns $....5,300
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COLBERT
City of Sheffield ........coovviiiiiiiiiins Sheffield.............. Community Arts ......... SummerStock at the Ritz..........c.ccovenennenes St 4,000
City of Sheffield................. ... Sheffield..... ...Folklife ................. ..Jake Landers Bluegrass Festival ................ $..... 5,250
Oka Kapassa Festival, Inc......... ... Tuscumbia, . ...Community Arts .........Oka Kapassa--Sharing the Legends............ St 2,200
Sheffield Junior High School........... ... Sheffield..... ...Arts in Education ........Collaborating Artist Program..................... S 4,200
Tennessee Valley Art Association... ... Tuscumbia.. ...Community Arts .........Sacrifice by Fire: the Anne Frank Story ...... St 4,500
Tennessee Valley Art Association... ... Tuscumbia.. ...Community Arts .........SummerStock Technical Enhancement....... St 4,000
SUBTOTAL COLBERT COUNTY Liittiitetitetet ettt et ettt e e et et ettt ettt e et e et et e e et e e e e e et e e et a e e st e e e e e et e e n e e e n e e en e e eneens $...24,150
CULLMAN
Miller, Tina Ray ..oevvviiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee
Sampson, Betty Moon.................
SUBTOTAL CULLMAN COUNTY...
DALLAS
Arts Revive CDC ....ovvvviiiiiiiiiceeeeas Visual Arts..........oe.ue. ArtsRevive’s 13th Annual Art Exhibit......... $..... 3,400
Arts Revive CDC ... . ...Performing Arts .. ..Night Blooms: A Professional Reading........ S 2,500
Arts Revive CDC ... ...Design Arts............ ..Phase | Construction for Carneal ............... $...30,000
Arts Revive CDC ... . . ...Community Arts .........36th Annual Alabama Tale Tellin Festival ... $..... 4,500
Arts Revive CDC ......ccevvvnvnennns ...Visual Arts.........ccoeees The March: A Spider Martin Retrospective.. $..... 4,500
Dallas County School System BlackBelt Initiative....... Arts in the Schools 2015 .......c.ccvviiiiinenens St 3,000
Ham, Thomas (Allen) ......cccovveiviiiiiinininns Folklife .....cccovvviiiinins Folk Pottery Apprenticeship...................... St 1,500
Selma Art Guild............ . . ...Visual Arts.......... ..See the World in 2 and 3-D .......cevvvnennnnnns St 3,300
Selma City Schools..............c.... ...Performing Arts .. ..Kyle Abraham In Motion Residency............ St 4,500
SUBTOTAL DALLAS COUNT Y ottt ittt ettt ettt ettt e ettt et et et e ettt e e e e e e et ettt e e e a et e et et et et et e e et e e et e e et e e et e e eneens $...57,200
DEKALB
Gulley, Toney Russell...........coovivinininnnns Fort Payne Community Arts Arts Administration Fellowship.................. St 5,000
Mentone Area Arts Council.... ... Mentone..... ...Community Arts .........Mentone Summer Music Series................. $..... 2,200
Mentone Area Arts Council.................... Mentone... ...Community Arts .........Julyfest 2015 Art Show and Festival......... St 1,000
Mentone Area Preservation Association... Mentone... ...Community Arts .........Schematic Design/Mentone Cultural Arts.... $..... 1,000
Mentone Area Preservation Association... Mentone... ...Community Arts .........Schematic Design
SUBTOTAL DEKALB COUN T Y ettt ittt ettt et et e et e ettt e e et et e e e et et an e e n e e e e e e en e e eneenes
ELMORE
McCraney-Cottle Arts Council ................ Community Arts ......... 2014-2015 MCAC performing arts series... $..... 2,625
The Kelly Fitzpatrick Memorial Gallery ...Visual Arts ..Art Impact: Where Art Meets Science........ St 9,500
SUBTOTAL ELMORE COUN T Y ittt ettt et ettt et e et et e e et e et et et et e e et et et e et e e e e a e e st e e e e a e e e n e e e n e e e n e e eneens $...12,125
ESCAMBIA
Brewton Council of the Arts................... Brewton .............. Community Arts ......... Cirque Zuma Zuma .....c.oeeneieniiieeneeeneenes St 1,800
SUBTOTAL ESCAMBIA COUN T Y ittt et e ettt ettt et e ettt et e e et et e et et e e et e et et et e e et e et e e et r e et e e et e eeneens St 1,800
ETOWAH
Etowah County Board of Education......... Gadsden Arts in Education ........ Etowah Co. String Orchestra Program........ S 3,375
Gadsden Cultural Arts Foundation, Inc. ... Gadsden... ...Community Arts .........Gadsden Center for Cultural Arts............... $...41,700
Gadsden Museum of Art.........coeevviiinnns Gadsden... ...Visual Arts............. ..Plein Air and children’s programming ......... S 3,600
Russell, Jason.... ... Gadsden... ...Folklife ......... ..Hunting Decoy Apprenticeship .................. St 1,000
Walnut Gallery .......c.covvvviiinnnne. ... Gadsden... ...Visual Arts..... ..New Media Art by Alberto Seveso............. St 1,350
SUBTOTAL ETOWAH COUN T Y ittt ettt ettt ettt e et ettt e et et et et e et et et e et e e et a e et e e e e e a e e e s e e e n e e e n e e eneens $...561,025
FAYETTE
Berry Elementary School................cceues Berry....covviiiiinins Rural School Touring ...2015 ATAP Christi Strickland Toyer .......... St 800
SUBT O T AL FAY ETTE COUNT Y oottt et ettt et e et ettt ettt e e et e ettt e e e e et et et ea e e e e et e et et et et et e e et e e et e e et e e et e e ennens $ s 800
GREENE
Greene County High School ................... Eutaw ........ceenees Arts in Education......... Collaborating Artist Program..................... $oe 4,200
SUBTOTAL GREENE COUNTY Lottt ettt ettt ettt et e e et e ettt e ettt et e e e e et et et e et e e e et et et e e e e e a e e e nr e e n e e e n e e ennens St 4,200
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Greensboro Opera House............ccevvnnens Greensboro ........ Design Arts .......ceeenene Phase 1 renovation of ground floor............ $...25,000
Hale County Board of Education ... ... Greensboro ......... BlackBelt Initiative ....... Arts in Schools 2015 ......cciviiiiiiiiiienne. $..... 5,000
SUBT OT AL HALE COUN T Y oottt ittt ettt ettt ettt ettt e ettt ettt ettt et e e e e et et e et e e et e et e e et e e e e a e e et et e e et e e eneenen e e aneenenanns $...30,000
Abbeville Elementary School Rural School Touring....2015 ATAP Nathifa Dance Company......... $ont 1,200
SUBTOTAL HENRY COUN T Y ottt ittt ettt ettt ettt e et et ettt et e ettt ettt e e et e e e et et e e et e e et e et et e et nr e e a e e et e e ennens St 1,200
Wiregrass Blues Society ........cocvvvvvinenenen Folklife....covovveininnnnnns 2015 Wiregrass Blues Festival

The Cultural Arts Center... .. Community Arts.. ..Ageless Art.....coviiiiiiiniinnn,
The Cultural Arts Center... .. Community Arts..... ..4 to 84: Theatre All Around .....
The Cultural Arts Center... . .. Arts in Education.........Smart Through Art..................
Patti Rutland Jazz, InC.........ccvvvviviiniinnnns Arts in Education......... PRJ Outreach 2014 - 2015 ....civviiviiniinenns

Southeast Alabama Community Players... Performing Arts........... Les Miserables Production & Outreach....... $..... 1,600

Southeast Alabama Dance Company....... .. Performing Arts ..Spring Show Introducing Frozen & More.... $..... 4,500
Southeast Alabama Dance Company....... Arts in Education......... D.A.N.C.E. 2015 School Outreach............. $..... 1,600
Wiregrass Museum of Art, InC................ Visual Arts HENSE Exhibition and Public Art ............... $..... 2,800
Wiregrass Museum of Art, Inc... .. Visual Arts .... ..Multi-purpose inventory project................. $..... 4,800
Wiregrass Museum of Art, Inc... .. Visual Arts .... ..Drawn to Abstraction Exhibition................ $..... 2,900

Wiregrass Museum of Art, Inc... .. .. Visual Arts .... ..Flat Granny & Me ....ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieens $..... 1,000
SUBTOTAL HOUSTON COUN T Y ottt ettt ettt e et e e e e e et et et e et et e et et et et et e e e e e e e e e e e e et n e n e n et e e e et e e e e e e eaeas $...33,125

Northeast Alabama Community College... Performing Arts
SUBTOTAL JACKSON COUNTY

Alabama Asian Cultures Foundation........ Birmingham Performing Arts 1-The Mist; 2-South of Gold Mountain....... St 8,600
Alabama Dance Council, Inc. ............ ... Birmingham......... Performing Arts... ..Kyle Abraham In Motion Residency ........... S 3,200
Alabama Dance Council, Inc. ................. Birmingham......... Performing Arts... ..2015 Dance Across Birmingham............... St 4,500
Alabama Educational Theatre Association Birmingham......... Performing Arts... ..2015 Alabama Thespian Festival .............. S 2,600
Alabama Moving Image Association........ Birmingham......... Visual Arts ......... ..Scrambled Jam Music Video Competition... $..... 3,000
Alabama School of Fine Arts Foundation . Birmingham......... Performing Arts Dance in Public Places.............cccovvieenene. S 4,800
Alabama Symphonic Association, Inc...... Birmingham......... Performing Arts Operating SUPPOrt......c..oevvveieieieieiiienenenenes $.183,800
AROVA Contemporary Ballet.................. Vestavia .. Performing Arts CYREVIVE” St 1,000
Better Basics, InC. ....ccooviiiiiiiii Birmingham......... Arts in Education......... Mandela’s South Africa through Theatre.... $..... 1,800
Bib & Tucker SEw-0p ....covvviiiiiiiiiininns Birmingham......... Visual Arts .....ooovvinnnnn The March QUIlts ......coovviiiiiiiien St 1,000
Birmingham Art Music Alliance............... Birmingham......... Performing Arts... ..Beyond Twelve Tour .........cooeiiiiiininnnnnn, S 1,600
Birmingham Chamber Music Society ....... Mountain Brook... Performing Arts... ..Brentano String Quartet concert & outreach$..... 2,200
Birmingham Chamber Music Society ....... Mountain Brook... Performing Arts... ..Mnozil Brass-Concert & outreach class ...... S 4,800
Birmingham Chamber Music Society ....... Mountain Brook... Performing Arts... ..Cynthia Raim,Marcy Rosen & Daniel Phillips$..... 4,000
Birmingham Children’s Theatre............... Birmingham......... Performing Arts... ..Operating Support.........occooviiiiiiininnnne, $...28,900
Birmingham Landmarks, Inc. ..........cceues Birmingham......... Design Arts .......cceevens Lyric Theatre Restoration Project .............. $...12,500
Birmingham Museum of Art (BMA) ......... Birmingham Visual Arts .........c.c.e.. Operating SUPPOrt.......coevvveieieieiiieieienenenes $.162,000
Birmingham Museum of Art (BMA) ......... Birmingham......... Literary Arts ....... .. Vijay Seshadri At BMA Speaks ................. St 1,000
Birmingham Music Club......................... Birmingham......... Performing Arts... ..Maestro Goes to Motown Il...................... S 2,500
Birmingham Public Library Foundation ..... Birmingham......... Literary Arts ..... ..Bards & Brews .......coooiiiiiiiiii St 1,350
Birmingham Public Library Foundation ..... Birmingham......... Literary Arts ....... ..BPL Teen Poetry Initiative ...............cceevee St 3,700
Children’s Dance Foundation.................. Birmingham......... Community Arts.. .. Extensive dance education programs......... $...19,500
Foundation Arts/Cultural Connections ..... Birmingham......... Community Arts MCAC’s Imagination Festival (IF) .............. $..... 3,300
Jonathan Fuller ......c.coovviiiiiiiinnen Birmingham Performing Arts........... Theatre Fellowship.........cooviiiiiiiiiinnn, St 5,000
Lee, Jasper...cociiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieie e Birmingham......... Performing Arts... ..Music Fellowship ......coovviiiiiiiiiiiiens $..... 5,000

Leslie Wright Arts Center, Samford Univ. Birmingham....
Leslie Wright Arts Center, Samford Univ. Birmingham....

.. Performing Arts...
.. Performing Arts...

..Sybarite5 in Residence .........cccocvvvvnininnnns Sl 2,400
..Eisenhower Dance in Residence................ $..... 3,200

Magic City Smooth Jazz...........cccovvnennns Birmingham Performing Arts... Jazzinthe Park ... St 9,000
Main Street Alabama .............cooeiiiini. Birmingham ...... Community Arts .. ..Downtown Design Guidelines................... S 4,500
Metropolitan/Virginia Samford Theatre .... Birmingham......... Community Arts... ..Operating SUPPOrt.......ccvvvvviiiiiiiiieneneen $...19,000
(continued)
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Nathifa Dance Company and Outreach ..... Irondale............ Performing Arts ........... Dance Africa Birmingham 2015 ................ S 4,600
Opera Birmingham ............cooiiiiiiiininnnn, Birmingham ...... Performing Arts ... ..Operating Support..........ccoeeeennns

Red Mountain Theatre Company............... Birmingham ...... Performing Arts ... .. Operating Support...........

Regional Cultural Alliance Greater B’ham ... Birmingham ...... Visual Arts.......... .. The Lonnie Holley Story...

Roby, David.......c.coovviiiiiiiiie Birmingham ...... Performing Arts ... .. Theatre Fellowship..........c.coiiiiiiiiiinnnnn,

Sanspointe Dance Company Birmingham ...... Performing Arts ... .. Trip the Light - A Dance Concert............... St 2,500
Smriti Bharadwaj Krishnan....................... Hoover............. Performing Arts ........... Dance Fellowship........ccooviiiiiiiiiiniins $oe 5,000
Southern Danceworks ........cccvevvvveenenennnns Birmingham ...... Performing Arts ........... Dance for Parkinson’s Education Program .. $ ..... 4,500
Space One Eleven (SOE).........ccvvvvviininnnnn Birmingham ...... Visual Arts.......... ..Service to Alabama ArtistS............cevvnennen. $..... 4,800
Space One Eleven (SOE).......c.coovvvvvninennnns Birmingham ...... Visual Arts.......... .. Art education afterschool/summer classes.. $..... 2,400
State of Alabama Ballet, Inc..................... Birmingham ...... Performing Arts ... ..Operating Support...........ccoceeuvenee

Taylor, Barry ...ooeeviieiiieieeeeeee e Birmingham ...... Folklife ............... ..Gospel Quartet Apprenticeship

The Seasoned Performers..............ccoeeunns Birmingham ...... Performing Arts ... ..Senior Theatre workshops and performance$ ..... 6,000
Trotman, Herb .......coooiiiiiiieeen Birmingham ...... Special Projects............ Alabama Folk Heritage Award................... St 5,000
UAB'’s Alys Stephens Center Birmingham ...... Performing Arts Local 2015 ..o S 4,800
UAB's Alys Stephens Center Birmingham ...... Performing Arts .. The Jazz Essentials - Branford Marsalis...... St 4,800
Vestavia Hills High School ....................... Vestavia Hills..... Arts in Education......... Summer Dance Series .........ccocveviiiiiiinnns St 1,800
Vulcan Park and Museum ...............cccvenene. Birmingham ...... Arts in Education.......... Anything Is Possible .........c.ccciiiiiiiiins St 3,300
Vulcan Park and Museum ..............ccoeeunens Birmingham ...... Arts in Education .........Class on the Grass............cocovvviinniinnnnnn. S 4,388
Vulcan Park and Museum ...............ccevene. Birmingham ...... Folklife .................. ..Bobby Horton & Birmingham Sunlights ...... St 1,400

Your Town Alabama, Inc. ........ccovviiiinnnns Birmingham ...... Community Arts .. ..2015 Your Town AL Design Workshop...... S 3,800
SUBTOTAL JEFFERSON COUN T Y ittt ee ettt et e et et e et e e e et et s e e e e e e e e et a e et e et a e et e a e e s e e e e e en s e enreen e e en e e enanns $.694,238
Muscle Shoals National Heritage Area....... Florence Folklife ......cccovvvvieinnins Record oral histories of Music Makers........ $..... 3,000
Muse, RObert ......cocoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieens Florence .. Folklife ..... ..Banjo Apprenticeship.........cccovvviiiiiiiiinnnn.

Robertson, Wanda..........cocoveiiiiiiiiiennnn, Florence .. Folklife ............... .. Quilting Apprenticeship

Shoals Symphony Orchestra.................... Florence .. Performing Arts ... ..Honor Orchestra for High School players.... $..... 1,600
Shoals Symphony Orchestra.................... Florence Performing Arts ........... Music of the Movies School Concert ......... St 1,500
SUBTOTAL LAUDERDALE COUNTY Lttt et et e e e a e e et et et e et et et et et et e e e e e e et e et et et et et e e et e e et e e et e e et e e eneans $...10,100
Community Info & Education Radio, Inc..... Moulton ........... Community Arts.......... Downtown Live! 2015.......ccoiviiiiiiinnns St 1,000
East Lawrence Elementary School ............ Trinity .ooovvennnns Rural School Touring....2015 ATAP/Children’s Dance Foundation .. $..... 1,200
SUBTOTAL LAWRENGCE COUNTY ettt e te et et et et et et e et s e e e e et e e et e e et e et e et e e e et e et e e et et et et et e e et e e et e e e ae e eneans St 2,200
Alabama Prison Arts + Ed Project .............. Auburn Univ ..... Community Arts.......... Administrative Support for AL. Prison Arts. $..... 4,500
Alabama Prison Arts + Ed Project .... Auburn Univ ..... Community Arts .. ..Building a Path for Creative Expression ...... St 2,625
Arts Association of East Alabama............. Opelika ............ Community Arts .. ..Performance Series 2014-2015................

Auburn Univ CMD Ctr/A